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than 30 minutes of home work. When
absent, students may receive make up
work in addition to their homework
assignments.
Figure 1 May Blossoms
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School Vision
Statement
We envision a society in
which all youth can be
successful. As an
Organization, we are
especially committed to
making success a reality
for high-risk youth. Our
mandate is to be the
recognized national
leader in serving at risk youth
in educational and social
service settings, by
providing empirically based
innovative solutions to
critical problems in education
and human services.
We strive to positively impact
high-risk youth and the
professionals who work with
them by focusing on program
development, professional
training, and child advocacy.

Homework Tips:

Principal’s Message



Dear students, parents, and community:
May is the month that is filled with
many possibilities and tremendous hope.
We have a lot to look forward to that
includes staff appreciation, student and
staff birthdays and graduation practice
(which is symbolic of a major milestone for
our students and families). Students are
all abuzz about finishing assessments and
looking forward to the excitement of great
activities and trips planned for summer
school.
While the 2018-2019 school year
officially ends June 13, 2019, ESY (summer
school) starts June 19, 2019 and ends
August 9, 2019. As a reminder, we still
have space available for parents who want
to enroll their children (MACW students
only). However, before we can move into
summer school, we want our students to
continue to build social emotional skills
and to maximize on their academic
growth. With the finish line fast
approaching, we still need your support to
shape student success.







Homework
According to Lisa Wick who is the
school’s Curriculum Coordinator, students
should expect to have homework in core
subjects Monday-Thursday. Homework is
an extension of what is learned during
class. Students have class time to practice
and ask questions about the lessons being
taught. If students are not bringing work
home or if they need additional support,
please contact the school to let their
teacher know. You should expect no more

Do It as Early as Possible: Best for
Everyone
Set up a homework-friendly area
Schedule a regular study time
Keep distractions to a minimum
Make sure kids do their own work
Create an incentive and / or praise
their work and efforts

I hope that over the Spring break,
students got the chance to experience a
piece of history in this great nation (even if
that means visiting with relatives who have
knowledge about their own family or
community history.
This year, the staff targeted student
writing. My challenge for staff has been to
have students write a response to what
they read, see or experience. This is called
a response essay. It allows the learner to
respond to an idea and information in a
formal way. This type of essay is always
from the student’s point of view and
requires that they read and understand the
information presented. Students need to
be persuasive, analytical and include
factual information. When a student needs
to create a response essay, it should be
based on their reaction to a particular
work. In this way, they are working
through the lens of text to self, text to text,
and text to world. Of course, the process
requires some research on the topic.
In May, our students have an
opportunity to present their best writing
pieces in competition with other Menta
Schools. I am excited for our contestants.
Porter
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Community Affairs
Danyell Taylor, Community Liaison, shared some
important information for our graduating seniors. This
month’s collaboration is in partnership with the Chicago
Cook Workforce– “CHICAGOcodes.” Students interested
in technology based learning are invited to attend a
tuition-free coding boot camp on Chicago’s South Side.
For more information see the flyer below.
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Clinician’s Corner
For those who have experienced trauma, receiving mental
health services could address the effects of trauma and bring
about significant change in overall well-being. The earlier these
services are received the better, but it’s never too late. Finding
these services can become a huge undertaking. However, the
payout in the end is well worth it. To start, call the number on the
back of your insurance card and/or go to your insurance carrier’s
website. You can specify what services you are looking for, the mile
range, and can even be specific about the gender of your service
provider. Some places do have wait lists so be sure to get contact
information for more than one provider.

“

Keenan

Nurse’s Station
Measles Outbreak
The United States has recorded more than 450 measles cases in
2019, a figure that is already the second-highest in a decade,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In
Illinois, 7 measles cases have been reported so far in 2019,
according to the Illinois Department of health.
Measles is a very contagious disease caused by a virus. It
spreads through the air when an infected person coughs or
sneezes. Measles starts with fever. Soon after, it causes a cough,
runny nose, and red eyes. Then a rash of tiny, red spots breaks
out. It starts at the head and spreads to the rest of the body.
Measles can be prevented with the MMR vaccine. The vaccine
protects against three diseases: measles, mumps, and rubella. The
CDC recommends children get two doses of MMR vaccine, starting
with the first does at 12 through 15 months of age, and the second
at 4 through 6 years of age. Teens and adults should also be up to
date on their MMR vaccination. Please contact your health care
provider if measles is suspected.
Stovall
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