
about their daily experi-
ences, they learn new 
vocabulary words. They 
can create stories about 
the plants. 

Science – there 
are great lessons to be 
had with experiments 
about what affects plant 
growth.  Students can 
also learn about global 
warming, climate 
change and the effects 
of heat and light on 
plants. 

Construction- 
with the assistance of the 
woodshop instructor, 
our trainees will work on 
rejuvenating our garden 
planter. 

 

The greenhouse project 
gives our trainees the 
opportunity to be fully 
involved from start to 
finish. Our trainees will 
have the great opportu-
nity to brainstorm an 
idea and witness their 
hard work growing into 
something special. 

With Spring 
around the corner, Fox 
Tech Team Transition 
has begun to work on a 
greenhouse project. Mr. 
Nelson has taken the ini-
tiative to make this pro-
ject a great learning op-
portunity for our train-
ees. This opportunity, a 
project-based learning 
opportunity, will allow 

our trainees to 
acquire a 
deeper knowl-
edge of the en-
tirety of the 
project by ac-
tively exploring 
real-world 
challenges and 
problems. 
 

Subjects that 
our trainees will place an 
emphasis on during the 
greenhouse project in-
clude the following: 

 

 Art  – students 
have real life objects to 
sketch, it’s a place to in-
spire creativity with the 
colors of nature 

Math– the green-
house is a place to collect 

data, learn about meas-
urements.  Students can 
use graphing skills and 
make projections using 
math formulas. 

Language arts – 
students can journal 

Greenhouse Project—Project Based Learning 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Spring Break 

March 25th—April 

1st 

 

Snow Day Make Up 

Dates are as Fol-

lows: 

 

April 19th 

April 22nd 

June 14th  
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What’s New in STM 

Attendance Shout Out 
Our past newsletters have fea-

tured a focus spent on increas-

ing the attendance of students 

in our program.  Research 

shows that consistent atten-

dance in school leads to more 

positive behavior outcomes  in 

school, at home, and in 

the community. Our 

teachers have worked 

diligently to find creative 

ways to engage our stu-

dents who struggle to 

come to school using 

programmatic and indi-

vidualized supports. 

Incentive community 

trips, monetary bonuses, 

and other surprise incentives 

are examples of programmatic 

supports. Individualized sup-

ports have been utilized for 

students who benefit from in-

centives that are catered to their 

interests. These include trips to 

the store to purchase preferred 

items, customized monetary 

bonuses, and  purchasing their 

own lunch in the program. At 

our recent progress monitoring 

meeting, the Fox Tech staff 

gathered data on the impact of 

these incentives on overall 

attendance. We are proud 

to announce that  Fox 

Tech saw an overall 10% 

increase (77% to 87% ) 

attendance increase. We 

will continue out supports 

to ensure our students are 

optimizing their opportu-

nity for success! 

ticed including fol-

lowing a list, locating 

items in a store, and 

completing money 

exchanges to make a 

purchase. The cook-

ing lesson that fol-

lows is highly motivating 

and includes simple 

meals students would be 

able to generalize to 

making at home.  

Volunteer Participation 

Not only have our stu-

dents participated in out-

ings to the grocery store, 

but students in STM have 

been regularly partici-

pating in volunteer op-

portunities in the commu-

nity. The participating 

sites include Salvation 

Army, Hesed House, 

Food Pantries, and Feed 

My Starving Children, 

Since the start of the 2018-

2019 school year, our 

STM (Life Skills) program-

ming has expanded. 

Teachers Christi Bloom 

and Angie Bugielski have 

teamed up this year to 

increase functional and 

community-based learn-

ing opportunities for our 

students with develop-

mental disabilities.  

Cooking Lessons 

On a weekly basis, a 

group of students attend a 

grocery store outing to 

shop for 

ingredi-

ents for a 

meal they 

make 

every Fri-

day. Func-

tional skills 

are prac-

While volunteering, stu-

dents develop their vo-

cational skills including 

both hard and soft skills 

needed to complete a 

job to the satisfaction of 

an employer. Stocking 

shelves, moving boxes, 

packaging food items, 

and item categorization 

are some of the skills 

developed while on the 

volunteer sites.  

We are very proud of 

the process this part of 

our program has made 

to further the success of 

our students! 

F O X  T E C H  T R A N S I T I O N  


