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WHAT’S THE 
IAR? 

The IAR is the Illinois As-

sessment of Readiness, for-

merly known as the PARCC.   

All students in grades 3-8 will 

be taking the IAR during as-

signed periods in March.  

Students will be assessed on 

both Language Arts and 

Math.  

Students will take the IAR on 

the computer and the test 

format will be very similar to 

the PARCC test in previous 

years. 

Help students be prepared 

by making sure that they are 

getting adequate sleep the 

night before and encouraging 

them to try their hardest. 

Thompson Instructional Center 

Happy Black History Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Thompson Timberwolves are celebrating Black History month 

by creating boards, exploring topics of interest , and dressing in tradi-

tional African Attire throughout the month.  Thompson teachers, Ms. 

Burnett, Mr. Neal, and Ms. Carthan created this board to showcase 

African American culture. Great Job Team!  

Attention 8th Grade Parents 

The mandatory transition information and routines meeting  has been 

rescheduled to February 20th at 5:00p.m. This meeting will give you 

all the information about the  upcoming high school transition meet-

ings and offer an opportunity to talk to a high school representative 

prior to your student‟s meeting.  Refreshments will be served.   

I look forward to seeing you all! Stay warm!  

Teresa Woodard 

Principal  

Congratulations to Devon 

Brewer-Lowe ,second          

trimester District 86             

Superintendent Award  

Winner. Devon  is a level 5 

student  that  follows the 

“PAW LAW “.  

Principal’s Corner  



what PAW LAW stands 

for (Prepared and Pro-

ductive, Active Learner, 

and Well Mannered) 

quiz your students at 

home to see if they can 

tell you what it means 

and give examples on 

how they can follow it 

while at school!  

refresher as we quickly 

approach the last tri-

mester of the school 

year. At the end of the 

month students will 

have the opportunity to 

show what they know 

about PAW LAW in a 

game show! Every stu-

dent at Thompson 

should know  

Last month students 

worked hard in gym to 

ensure they were follow-

ing expectations and 

earning Timber Tokens 

in order to help us reach 

our goal for the Gym Ex-

travaganza. This month 

we are going “Back to 

the Basics” and review-

ing PAW LAW Expecta-

“Ms. Luna is the ship that 

keeps Thompson afloat.  She 

is the friendly voice to wel-

come you into the building and 

the person to answer all of 

your questions over the 

phone.  Ms. Luna has an 

amazing ability to always know 

what is going on in the build-

ing.  She is a valuable asset to 

the Thompson team! 

~ Ms. Mullen 

Curriculum Facilitator 

Ms. Luna has been work-

ing at Thompson for 13 

years.  She is kept quite 

busy as our office man-

ager.  Whether it‟s check-

ing on attendance, order-

ing supplies or taking stu-

dents temperatures, Ms. 

Luna does it all.  She 

says that the best part of 

working at Thompson is 

working with all of the 

Staff Spotlight 
PBIS Pit Stop  

RESTORATIVE PRACTICES 
The students continue to use restorative practices in the 

classroom as part of community building and resolving con-

flict.  Restorative circles have not only served as an ice-

breaker for students, but there has been more emphasis on 

academic goals the students wish to achieve.  The students 

in junior high have participated in sharing which career inter-

ests they have, which includes becoming a comic book artist, 

writer, and a graphic game de-

signer.  This ties into the eighth 

graders having a space to 

share what colleges they want  

to attend as they begin to think 

about transitioning into high 

school.  During  black history 

month, the students will also 

begin to discuss how important and influential culture is for 

everyone.  The students are provided with a safe environ-

ment to express their feelings through restorative practices 

and will continue to reach new goals as the year continues. 

Ms. Luna 



 

Upcoming Events 

Early Dismissal No School End of Trimester Jr. High Basketball 

Games 

February 27th 

Students will be  

dismissed  

at 10:30 

February 18th The last day of 2nd 

trimester is February 

22nd 

February 11th @ TIC 

February 13th @ TIC 

 

Clinicians Corner 
Mr. Carlson and Ms. Eifler continue to engage the older students in learning to identify feelings, in particular feelings 

of frustration and anger and what causes that emotion in the student (triggers).  Being able to identify what makes 

them angry or frustrated helps a student then choose a coping skill or strategy to use to calm down.  Our younger 

students are continually learning how to identify their feelings and identifying „thumbs up‟ behavior and „thumbs down‟ 

behavior that is negative.  Identifying feelings for our youngest students isn‟t always easy for them.  We play games 

and read stories to help our youngest learn about behaviors and feelings. 

Listed below are some coping skills/strategies that students have shared as ways to calm down: 

 Count to 10 slowly 

 Take 10 deep breaths, inhale through the nose  

  and exhale through the mouth 

 Exercise: Jumping jacks, walking, push ups 

 Journaling or writing down feelings 

 Talk to a trusted adult 

 Coloring 

8th Grade Transition/Establishing Routines 

Meeting 

February 20th, 2019 

5pm-6pm 

 

Congratulations 

Our most improved winter benchmark scores: 

Reading Fluency: Camahni J. 

STAR 360 Early Literacy: Leah R. 

STAR 360 Math: Jacob B. 

STAR 360 Reading: Damarion W. 

Reading Inventory: Allison V. 


