
Thompson Instructional Center 

Iron Chef  

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8  

 

Ms. Prisco’s class did a great job representing Thompson at the 

Iron Chef competition.  The student’s were given an ingredient and 

needed to prep and cook a meal featuring that ingredient. The stu-

dent’s searched for recipes, made a grocery list, went grocery shop-

ping and even practiced their recipe.  The secret ingredient was 

pumpkin, and the class decided to make chocolate chip pumpkin 

waffles, from scratch!! They did a great job and learned a lot.    

Clinician Corner 

Ms. Eifler works mainly with students in Classroom #4 Ms. 

Carthan, Classroom #5 Ms. Tonnessen, Classroom #8 Mrs. 

Collins and Classroom #11 Kindergarten class.  We remain 

focused on learning about feelings, how to recognize what 

we’re feeling and how to appropriately  deal with that feeling.  

Classroom 4 & 5 worked on agamograph’s for Red ribbon 

week.  Rooms 8 & 11 did Red Ribbon books on being drug 

free!  With middle school classrooms  4 & 5 we continue to 

talk about social media issues, making good choices and learn-

ing and USING coping skills.  Ask your student about one  

yoga pose they remember learning this year! 

October  Pumpkin Patch Field Trip  

 Room #3 

The debate challenge was a great success! Five middle school stu-

dents represented Thompson to debate whether or not young stu-

dents should be allowed to play tackle football.  The students took 

turns arguing the affirmative and the negative sides against teams 

from other schools. The Thompson students did an excellent job 

making clear arguments and showing great teamwork and came in 

2nd place!! Congratulations to Lloyd, Josh, Jayden, Allison and 

Destin. 

Debate Chal lenge  

Parent  Teacher  Conferences  

Parent Teacher conferences will be held on Monday November 

19th 3:00p.m.—6:00p.m. & Tuesday November 20th 8:00 a.m. -

11:00 a.m.  Please join us! 

November Events 

 

11/7 Football Semi-Finals 

 

11/9 End of 1st Trimester 

 

11/12 No School Veterans Day 

 

11/14 Football Championship Game 

 

11/16 Menta Cultural Fair 

 

11/19  

Thompson Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

11/19 Thru 11/23 

Fire Prevent ion Week  

In October the fire department came out to conduct fire procedures 

throughout the building. The students were able to meet with the 

Joliet Fire Fighters and were able to see and get on the fire trucks! 

Internet  Safety  

Children use a variety of online services, and each of these services can have dif-

ferent safety concerns.  However, there are some basic tips which you can employ 

no matter how your children use the Internet. 

 

1. Keep the computer in a high-traffic area of your home. 

2. Establish limits for which online sites children may visit and for how long. 

3. Remember that internet technology can be mobile, so make sure to monitor 

cell phones, gaming devices and laptops. 

4. Surf the Internet with your children and let them show you what they like to 

do online. 

5. Know who is connecting with your children online and set rules for social net-

working, instant messaging, emailing. Online gaming and using webcams. 

6. Continually dialogue with your children about online safety.    

Staff Spotlight 
                                                                                                            

Ms. Martinez 
Ms. Martinez is our Team Lead for Restorative 
Circles.  She has been at Thompson since 
2017.  Ms. Martinez has a bachelors in Psy-
chology and is currently pursuing her masters 
degree in Clinical Mental Health.  She enjoys 
engaging with the students at Thompson and 
says her favorite thing is being supportive to 
the students.  In her free time she enjoys read-
ing. 

This month Councilman Morris visited Thompson. He was greeted by four Thompson 
ambassadors that took him on a tour. He also participated in a middle school restorative 
circle led by our impactful team lead, Jacklyn Martinez. We have been practicing re-
storative/talking circles daily in every classroom, this gives students an opportunity to 
reflect in a safe environment, talk about areas of interest, build relationships, or address 
conflict.  Please ask your student to share this strategy with you; it has lead to deeper 
understanding and meaningful conversations. I am proud of the social growth demon-
strated by the Thompson Team. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you at our annual Thanksgiving Dinner on November 19

th
 

from 4:00p.m-6:00p.m.  We will also have parent teacher conferences from 3:00p.m-
6:00p.m.  Please respond to the letter sent home to schedule a time on the 19

th
 or 20

th
 

(8:00a.m.-11:00a.m.).  Thank you for your continued support! 
 

 

       Teresa Woodard 

       Principal 

Principal  Corner  

Ms. Prisco’s class went to Siegels’Pumpkin Farm in 

Crest Hill.  Student’s were able to see many animals and 

were even able to feed the goats.  They got lost in the 

corn maze and watched a show about an Ogre.  A hay 

ride led them to a pumpkin patch.  Everyone was well 

behaved and had a great time!  

Thanksgiving  

Celebration 

 
Please join us Monday, 

November 19th during 

parent conferences  

(4 p.m.- 6 p.m.) for our 

annual Thompson 

Thanksgiving Dinner! 

 

Students will decorate the 

gym, and a thanksgiving 

feast will be served by the 

staff.  All families are 

welcome! 

 


