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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As summer approaches, we look back on our school year and what we have accomplished, as well as the
memories we have made. Learning does not have to stop simply because the school bus has. There are
wonderful opportuities to continue growth outside of the classroom.
Having conversations with your child about daily weather, current events, and local history helps them to
remain vested in their home community. Cooking with your child teaches functional text and measurement,
allowing them to pay for items practices money skills, and making phone calls or ordering items at a restaurant
strengthens social skills. We know that you do so much to prepare them and we encourage you to utilize the
school, websites, and magazines for creative ideas.
As always, thank you for sharing your child with us this year. Southwest Education Center staff have enjoyed
the opportunity to watch them learn and grow. Have a safe and restful summer!
DeAnna Addison
Principal, Southwest Education Center
deanna.addison@menta.com

Personalized learning to ensure the success of all students

ELEMENTARY: COMMUNITY OUTINGS
On April 26th, the elementary class attended a field trip to the Casa
Grande Museum. On display, were Native American pottery and a
scale model of a train station. Additionally, students were provided a
tour of an actual school house on the property that was used during
segregation. Students were allowed to make their own pottery and
walked away knowing a little more history about the City of Casa
Grande.

On May 11th, students had the opportunity to experience life on the Caywood Farm. Students were taught the
value of water conservation, the life cycle of cotton plants, and how bees find their way back to their hives by
the use of pheromones.

MIDDLE SCHOOL: PHYSICAL ACTIVITY/ACADEMIC LEARNING

Middle School students were able to enjoy physical activity, while also implementing mathematical strategies at
Cotton Bowl Lanes. While they mastered the art of bowling, students brushed up on addition and discovered how
the weight of the ball plus sped, tilt, and rotation of the ball impact the number of knocked down pins.

TRANSITION PLANNING: CAREER EXPLORATION
The sky is the limit at Phoenix Area Skydiving!
While there, high school students learned the
art of skydiving. With the age restriction being
18, students were unable to take their first
jump, but they enjoyed trying on the gear and
watching an amateur couple jump for the first
time.

LIFE SKILLS: CLASSROOM TIME IS LEARNING TIME

Did you know that interacting with animals can help with speech,
provide comfort, encourage communication and provide sensory
stimulation? This month our Life Skills class continued to develop their
skills outside of the classroom at the Rooster Cogburn Ostrich Ranch.
There, students were able to feed and pet ostriches and stingrays.
Additionally, students were able to have birds land on them and watch
the birds drink nectar.

HIGH SCHOOL
This month High School students made rice sensory bags with different essential oils added to give to the life skills
class. High school students were able to stuff, sew, add an essential oil of their choice, and present it to their fellow
classmates.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY CORNER:
Summertime is a great time to work with your children on tying their shoes.
A few shoe tying strategies include:
•
•
•
•

Practice with pipe cleaners on an old pair of shoes (at a table vs.
on the child’s feet). Pipe cleaners are stiff and easier to
manipulate during the learning phase.
Practice daily, this is a challenging skill to learn and requires daily
practice.
Try practicing with two different colored shoe laces, this will help
your child distinguish between the two laces.
Reward them for their efforts with a sticker chart or high fives.

Shoe tying is a challenging skill to learn, but once mastered will improve their self-confidence. This skill takes lots
of repetition to learn, but your child can master it.

______________________________________________________________
UPCOMING EVENTS AT SWEC
MAY 26TH – LAST DAY OF CLASS FOR THE 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR
AUGUST 7TH – 1ST DAY OF CLASS FOR THE 2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR

